I am a bass player. I graduated from UCB in 1966, BA in music and have been a professional musician ever since.  I’ve played, recorded and toured with jazz groups like Vince Guaraldi, Red Norvo, the Dave Grusin-Ruth Price Quintet and rock bands like Grootna and Jesse Colin Young.  I’ve worked as a session player in the US, Europe and Brazil, have played on many CDs, TV shows (both live and on soundtracks – some still on You Tube), and Hollywood film soundtracks such as “Stir Crazy”, “The Competition”, 9 to 5” and “Seems Like Old Times”.  I’ve played in Carnegie Hall, night clubs and baseball stadiums with big bands, trios, singers’ bands, hippie rock bands and free jazz groups.  I’ve played in a few musicals and shows like “Jaques Brel Is Alive and Well and Living in Paris” and “The Ben Vereen Show” and spent a year in the Amici Della Musica chamber symphony orchestra.  The “Stir Crazy” soundtrack recording session is still my all time favorite gig.  I’ve toured quite a bit over the years, have played in 49 states and on 5 continents: North America, South America, Europe, Asia and, for a US State Department Jazz Concert Tour in North and sub-Saharan Africa.  I lived and worked as a musician in Germany for 19 years (1976-1995), now live in Naples, FL.  I’m still playing jazz with a great local bank.  I’ve been a member of the National Association of Recording Arts and Sciences for 35 years, am a lifetime member of the UC Alumni Association and a lifetime member of  MENSA.   I’m most proud of my 20 year old son, Nicholas, who is currently a student at Duke University.  It’s been a great experience and privilege to be Nick’s Dad.  I’m very grateful I was given the opportunity.  Go Jackets!

Kelly Bryan

What can I say?  Happily married to Fanny for 45 years and living out in the woods of Eastern Oregon.  1962: met Fanny at UCSB, 1964-1965:  traveled throughout Europe, 1967: BS in Criminology UCB, 1968-1969: commercial pilot, state park ranger, 1970-1980: air traffic controller, San Diego, Anchorage, Stockton, 1983-1988: homesteaded in Easter Oregon with Fanny and four kids, 1989-2004: air traffic controller, Pasco, WA, 2004 to present: retired, off the grid and surrounded by Umatilla National Forest.

Fred Fitzgerald

When I graduated from BHS, I left town, first to work as a construction laborer in Lake Tahoe, then to go to Pomona College in Claremont, CA where I had a great time and met Wendy, who married me in 1965.  We’ve been married ever since through thick and thin and, after a bit of a late start, we have 2 daughters who are now married, the eldest to a Slovak and the youngest to a Nigerian.  One lives in Sacramento and the other in Southern California.  No grandchildren yet. After college I went to Harvard Law School and got married along the way (someone had to provide an income  - Wendy was making $500 a month as a high school teacher).  After law school, we moved to LA in 1966 where I practiced law for 10 years (with an interruption in 1967-68 to serve in the Army Reserves as a part of the Army Security Agency in a lowly capacity), and became a partner in a Century City law firm.  In 1976, after our oldest daughter was born and when I could no longer stand the life, we became urban refugees and moved to Chico, where I joined a small law firm (as in, there are now 2 of us and it’s called Price and Brown) and where we have been glad to be ever since.  We are both in good health and trying to stay that way, although we realize that these things are not always in our control.  I run some and go to a gym and we both spend time hiking with our dogs.  I am still working full time and will probably continue to do so for a few years more, primarily representing individuals, small businesses and farmers in the variety of civil law issues that they have.  Wendy teaches essay writing part time at Butte College.  We both enjoy gardening, travel, reading and hiking.  We recycle; we wear sunscreen; we vote Democratic.  My father, Zack Brown, served on the Berkeley City Council from 1960-1968 and remained active in Democratic politics thereafter. As an example of how times change, when he got elected, he was thought to be a liberal.  When he lost his seat, he was thought to be too conservative.  He died in 1988.  My mother stayed on in Berkeley until about 2000 when her health began to fail.  She did not like the idea of leaving the town she loved for its intellectual excitement and political ferment but it was driving her children to distraction to try to deal with her emergencies long distance.  For some years, both she and Wendy’s mother were here in Chico and we spent a lot of time attending to their needs – they both passed on early this year and now we find ourselves with time on our hands. Although less so than we had imagined.  This past May we took a guilt free 3 week trip to Turkey, just the two of us, seeing Istanbul, Cappadocia and the Mediterranean Coast and hiking for 4 days on the Lycian Way.  It was great way to stretch both mind and body.  After we graduated, Berkeley started becoming a much more interesting place than it was in the 50’s, although my adolescence being what it was, I may not have appreciated the changes had they occurred in our time.  I must say that as Wendy and I visited my parents over the years, I felt no nostalgia for my teenage years and the time I lived there.  For me, life grew ever better after adolescence was over.  I have attended a few of our reunions and my sense is that a lot of us have become happier and more interesting people as the years have added up.  What a nice thing.  I look forward to our 50th.

Jeff Brown

Highlights of the last fifty years – 1959- graduated from BHS, 1962: graduated from San Jose City College with AA Degree in Business, married Norman Whitmire, Sr. and moved to Las Vegas NV, 1963: worked for the Atomic Energy Commission, Las Vegas, 1968: gave birth to my pride and joy, Norman Whitmire, Jr., 1969: divorced and moved to San Bernardino, CA, 1970: worked as Cosmetic Consultant for Harris Department Stores for 25 years, 1992: moved to Dallas, Texas, worked in the original Neiman Marcus Store in downtown Dallas, 2007: retired from Neiman’s Program Rewards Office “Incircle” and moved to Prescott, AZ to be with family – Harding Deon, Jr. and his wife Hyacinth.  My most important achievement has been the birth and rearing of my son Norman Jr.  He is a beautiful man, a high achiever, gifted in music and languages..  He graduated top of his class from San Bernardino High School.  He is a graduate of Harvard University, where he majored in pre-med and Linguistics. He earned his MD from Yale Medical School.  Norman did his residency at the University of Pennsylvania Medical School.  He practiced Internal Medicine in the VA/DC area for ten years.  In 2008 he answered the call to become an Episcopal priest and has put his medical practice on hold to enroll in Virginia Episcopal Seminary, Alexandria VA.  I can truly say that God has blessed me.

Dorothy Deon Whitmire

John Chang Mc Curdy is acknowledged as a leading photographer on three continents. He is equally at home in landscape, portrait and industrial genres.  His works have been exhibited in numerous museums and galleries in the US and Europe, including SF Museum of Modern Art and the Cleveland Museum of Natural History.  Mc Curdy was selected as one of the top eight modern masters of fine art photography by Gene Thornton of the New York Times.  Mc Curdy studied at Cal State University, SF, where he received his BA specializing in photography.  He studied Scandinavian art history at Uppsala University, Sweden and has been a faculty member of the Cal State University International Program in Sweden.  Mc Curdy is the sole photographer of 10 published books and contributing photographer on 9 books, beginning with Of All Things Most Yielding, illustrating classic Chinese poetry.  Some of the Time Life books including Mc Curdy’s portfolios are “The Ancient Adirondacks”, ”Urban Wilds” and “The Smokies”.  The Nobel Prize winner Halldor Laxness, Magnus Magnusson, rector of the University of Edinburgh and Mc Curdy collaborated on the book “Iceland”.  “The Grand Marnier Cookbook” was done together with James Beard.  “Meditations in Movement” is devoted to ethnic dance.  Among his latest works are “American Legacy-Greater Richmond”, “Uppsala Impressions”, “I Love Stockholm” and “Linnes Levande Blomster”, a book on flowers.  Mc Curdy’s photo work has appeared in Life magazine, Vogue, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Fortune and Forbes among others.

John Chang Mc Curdy

In that year, I was just discovering nature, science, and human preferences such as why does writing paper usually measure 8 ½ by 11.  I read recently, and too late for me to do anything about it, that a healthy man’s blood circulation efficiency starts dropping after he reaches 21, which explains my tapering efforts these last 50years, in fixing appliances, making political statements and gallivanting after other passions.  Back then, my favorite performer was the cartoonist Walt Kelly of Pogo fame and Nonsense songs.  One, which predicted personal frustrations for anyone who’d care to pause, still seems like much fun to sing now and again. “ Gambolling on the gumbo, with the gambits all in gear! I daffed upon a dilly I could call my Dolly-Dear.  Oh, dilly I would dally, if you’d be but truly true, how silly I must sally off to do my duly do”.  Culturally, I wanted to fit in as most of us did, being an easy spender and a good worker, but as I squint back on half a century punctuated with 14 car purchases and 5 patents in automation, I don’t think my unexamined life has been worth the rare applause.  Nevertheless, a healthy body, 2 marriages, 2 kids and 1 grandchild should stand for something, and I have learned that timing in human affairs is a great multiplier: I got out of the stock market the summer before 9-11, and started my social security payments before they were threatened by a meddling Texan.  My wife of 33 years fondly calls our state of Vermont, “Berkeley with snow”, sympathizing with my city pride but sharing my delight for the seasons.  She warily observes her benighted husband dissipating his retirement energies warning his neighbors and townspeople about our brittle future as a species of over indulged animals dabbling in foreign goods and in adventures of domination, as we continue to poison world ecology. Intense as my feelings might be, creating enthusiasm for change in my surrounding  Vermonters sometimes seems ineffective, recalling a childhood favorite line by A. A. Milne from his poem “The Four Friends”, “And James gave the huffle of a snail in danger”.  I have been looking forward to revisiting with all of you from our 20th reunion and hoping some from the original group might deem it appropriate to show up this time too.  For encouragement, I have found that “older is more interesting, in spite of being looser at the joints”, when it comes to both furniture and people. And in my humble opinion, our younger generations can, only at their best, be strong and cute.  I look forward to being amused, engaged, titillated, and left with the memory of your sweet shining faces.  Moreover, my sinking expectations for this 50th reunion, based on recent evening parties which for me approached experimental dimensions in sleep deprivation, are actually raised by imagining how developed and happy people like us can do so well struggling to be human and civilized for a few hours.  I will be revisiting Berkeley in more ways than one.

James Wuertele

Dance was an integral part of my life throughout higschool and became my profession, as both a performer and teacher, for the next 50 years.  Upon graduation from BHS, my sister, Karla, and I auditioned for the national company of “My Fair Lady”.  Wewere both selected and, at the age of 17, I was “on the road.  We were with the company for 13 months, traveling throughout the US and Canada.  But the most memorable experience with “Fair Lady”was being a part of the company when it was selected as the first cultural exchange program to tour the Soviet Union in 1960, visiting the cities of Moscow, Leningrad and Kiev for 2 months.  The timing was memorable as well – we were there during the U2 incident when Francis Gary Powers was shot down and when Kruchev walked out on the Summit. We left the show to pursue a career with our own act.  Our original plans were to locate in NY, but during a brief visit home, we learned an agent from Japan was in the Bay Area auditioning acts, and we thought “why not try out?” Within 3 weeks we were on a plane heading to Tokyo and our original 2 month contract in Japan turned into a 14 month tour of the Orient! When we came back to California, we performed locally for a short period of time before heading to Alaska and back to the Far East on a USO Show in 1963.  Once again, as we look back, we lived a part of history – performing in Alaska at SAC hangars during the Cuban Missile Crisis with pilots in their cockpits, ready to take off at a moments notice and being in Vietnam at the acceleration of the war when US troops were moved from a defensive position to an offensive position.  Our next international engagement was in Australia in 1964 where we appeared on Melbourne’s equivalent of The Tonight Show.  When we returned from that trip, we decided it was time to focus on the home front.  We had a new act choreographed and soon our career was spanning every aspect of the entertainment industry – from nightclubs, to trade shows, to conventions, to state and county fairs and more.  We moved to Chicago in 1965 – the perfect base for touring the country – and remained there for 7 years.  During that time we were the opening act for such artists as Ella Fitzgerald, Phillis Diller, the Osmonds, Vic Damone and Dionne Warwick, at such venues as the Flamingo and Desert In Hotels in Las Vegas, the Palmer House in Chicago and the Sheraton Hotels in Houston and San Juan PR.  Early in our career we decided that at the age of 30 we should begin transferring our energies from a performing career to a teaching career.  When we reached that age, the question was “where?” – do we stay in Chicago or return to our roots in the Bay Area? We chose the latter. We moved back to California in December of 1972, settled in Pleasanton and began the transition from performers to teachers.  We joined forces with a dance colleague from years gone by who had a Ballet School in San Ramon, expanded the curriculum to include our specialties of jazz, tap and gymnastics and saw the business begin to grow.  To accommodate that growth, we, along with 2 other partners, built a 9000 sq. ft. facility in 1978 to house the new San Ramon Valley Dance Academy.  For the next 27 years literally thousands of students came through our doors.  The business grew from a teaching staff of 4 to 17; the enrollment grew from 200 students/week when we opened, to over 1600/week  The Academy has been recognized nationally for its achievements in both dance and gymnastics; in 2004 one of our pieces was selected as National Grand Champion from over 700 entries at the national dance event in Las Vegas. Of course I couldn’t be satisfied with the status quo.  In the mid ‘80s I became fascinated with computers and decided to take an introductory programming class at a local community college.  One class led to another and another and before long I had made a commitment to obt

college degree.  My goal was to graduate before I turned 50 and I made it with one month to spare.  It took 8 years, but in 1992 I graduated from CSUEB with a BS degree in Business with an option in Computer Information Systems. In 2005 we decided the time had come to sell the business and put it in the hands of a new generation who would lead the Academy into the 21st century.  We stayed on to help with the transition for the next 3 years but as of June, we are 99% officially retired.  One of my greatest pleasures these past couple of years has been to travel the country, seeing many of our students who have pursued careers in dance.  And perhaps the high light was last May when we went to New York to attend the graduation of one of our students from the Julliard School.  He had studied with us since the age of 6 and upon graduation from high school, was 1 of only 12 boys selected from auditions across the country to participate in the dance program at this prestigious school  This typifies what has been important in my life: as a performer, sharing my gifts to entertain people and make them happy, and, as a teacher, sharing my gifts with young people so they might pursue their dreams.

Klaudia Kobelt

